Music with a message http://pressheral.mainebdaycom'story _pf.php?id=187405&a...

<< bad to sory >>

Poriland Press Herald  Maine Sunday Telegram

Music with a messae
The Merai, fromIndids cbss of untoutebles get respectsathey @y in other countes

By RAY ROUTHIER, Staff Write

May 13, 2008

Sarwar Khan can spek three énguaes but he doesn't kmohaw old he &
The govemment of Indiawon't issue hm abirth cetificae.

His pravess a amustian ha dlowed hin to perfom around the wrld to
grateful audiencesbut n his honetovn he ca't walk in the narketpece
with atourist wthout beng haiessed # polce

As amenber of Indids bwer cbss Khan wes not dowed to @ to stool
~Dhn Ewng/staf Proogaer YEL ON Mondg he ad sk other nustiens fromthe desémegon of
The radifonal fam of music erformedly  Rgasthan were &Waynflete $hoolin Portland to teah about 500 students

the Merasi o Monday atWeyrflete Sbool - gorething dout thef cuture ad the ijustices ofindids cate system
has a Istory that goes tad 800 yearsThe

group is a1 a bur of the Lnited Sates And aout sore of the lttle thngs peop n afree sodty t&ke for ganted.

"When Icore herel get adignty and arespect fronpeopé tha | caanot
get n my ovn county," Khan sa&d minutes &er Waynflete studenfgrom
presbiool to high stiool, gave hs goup arousng ovation. "We ae hungy
for dignity and respect. Weet tha every pece ve pby herée'

The nustians ae merrbers ofagroup n Indiacdled 'the Meral' ("the
storytelers’), and thd's whathey cl ther muscd group

| They &d vorkshops for studentsidg gave an hourlong concdré the
scool focusing on thei mustcd tradition, using nstuments thaare
decetively smple and outverdly crude B woden dums wth animd sking
thin pieces ofwood chpped togther awind instument mede of agourd, a
high-pitched, one-stnig hstrument fashbned fromacan and apiece of
wood.

“ohn Ewngisiat Poograher |1 the hads of the Merai, the nstruments creid conplicated rtythms
Pinkudi Nahadds ler ovn disinctive flair o that & times soundedke they cae froma10-pece dam kit or the

the performarce by the MerasioMondy at - percussgin sectin of ajazz ordiestra
Wayrflete Sbool in Portland.

Ther songsmost wth atoetapping rtythmand joyous high-enery
sihging, vere stoes ad ceébrdions of everyday life. One vas dout the
birth of ababy, another ves dout the strength afurd Meraiwomen who
cary gent jugs ofweter on thai heals for niles aatime.

Khan and hs goup ae on aour of the Unied $ates sponsoredytaNew
York-baed nonprofigroup Folk Arts Rgesthan Inc. The goup's
educ#ond director Catie Whebn, s aWaynflete gadude and Mane
naive

. - 2 "The Meraiae consilered untoutebles n Indig, pat of the bwer cate
Rasti Khanuses ar;’:‘é‘is;"l‘f]’;‘:'r’ﬂm‘fﬁg’:’ without any recogrion & acitizen or acess to edutian,” Whebn told the
called Hartals wite faying wih Merasia ~ WWaynflete crevd betveen songsYet fating astoundng oddsthey contiue
group performing tradifonal Indianmusic aa 0 sustan and crege thi at form.”

concett atWaynflete Sbool on Monday.

Wayrflete gadiaie anl Maire rafve Caie 1 he Arrerican tour begn in mid-March. In Apri, the goup perfomed &

Whelanhelped agarize e eert. the Kennedy Centen Meshington, DC.

The Meraiwere athe Mane Colege of Art's gadudion on $indg, when
Khan recered a honoray degee They ae set to perfon in New York
and New &rseyater ths month.

Khan, who sgs he kna's he'sn his 30sha been @alying nust shce he codlhold an instument. The Merais
must ha dlowed hin to see the @rld and pby in tenples ad for kihgs n India, but Khan sad it isthe plying
of instuments wih anima skis tha got his family rebgated to thedwest cate gneréions go.

The Meraiplayed on Mondadressediwhie, with multi-cobred \ests ad brght orange and red turbas They
were aconpanied ly afemde dacer

Also hcluded vere photoggphs of one ofthe nernber's hores: anud hut wih grass ad pbstic sheetsdr a
roof, astone fie pt for cookng out front, ad apile of hardened cev dung ly the front door for fal For weter,
Khan sad, the Mersi "beg"from peopé fromahigher cate Most Mersi live on éss tha $1 aday.

Khan, the ony menber of the goup who spéa Englsh, hopes thergup's nustd tours rise aarenesof
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Indids cate systerend hep bring dout ts davnfdl. Bedies promting the Mersis nust, Whebn and Folk
Arts Rgesthan Inc. have stated asmdl school for bout 22 Mersi children.

Khan sgs edudion wil be one ofthe cucid ways the Mersi will be dle to eentudly improve thei stuaion.
"We wil try to dange things wih one had on (nustcd instuments) ad one had on the pen,he sal.
Stdf Writer Ry Rather an k& ontatedet 791-6454r at:

rrouthier@pressheréd.com
Capyright @009 Blehe Maindenpaps
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